Birds of Prey of the Yugan Reserve,

The Yugan Reserve is located in the middie of
the Western Siberian Plain. Its territory is covered by
the taiga forest with a predominance of Scots Pine
Pinus sylvestris, Siberian Spruce Picea abovata, Not- J i
way Spruce Piceaabies, While Birch Betulapubescens, %

R at 4
Silver Birch B. pendula and Aspen Populus tremula. 2}"'@ ge .o

The aviafauna has been monitored since 1985. =
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - rare breeding species. Inthe last

few ycars the numbers remain stable. At the Negus'ykha river two

known territorics have not been occupied since 1987, Latcly, we have

seen adults carrying fish in the area. Local people (Khanly) persecute

Osprey, because they believe it takes toc many fish.

Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus). - common species

Black Kite (Milvus migrans) - contnon species. Most often
this species could be seen near the Maliy and Bolshoy Yugan, where
pine trees are predominant. At the Negus'yakha it is rasely secn
However, in the fast few years encountets has become more regular.

Hen Harrier - (Circus cyaneus) - common species on large
bog areas. The population is stable. In 1995 the density increased in
response to a peak in Wood lemming ( Myopus schisticolor) and Water
Vole (Arvicola terrestris) numbers,

Marsh Harrier (C. aeruginosys) - seen only once near the
Maliy Yugan River (female).

Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) - rare breeding and wintering
specics, Has become more common in the past few years

Sparrowhawk - (Accipiter nisus) - race specics. Also recorded
in winter. g
Rough-legged Buzzard (Buteo lagopus) - secn on migration.
In spring is recorded more often than in autumn

Comunon Buzzard (Bureo buteo) - breeding specics. Prefec-
able habitat is wet pine forest bordering large bogs

Spotted Eagle (Agquila clanga) - onc doubiful record in May
1995.

Golden Eagle (A. chrysaeios ) - 1are biceding species. Breed-
ingissuspectedinthreeregionsofthe reserve. In 1988 we found anest,
which apparently was build by the sub-adult birds (while areas on
wings and tail). In the subsequent years the pair was observed in the
arca, but no breeding was recorded. No records outside the rescrve.

White-tailed Sca Eagle ( Haliaetus albicilla) - not numerous
species, Almost all known nests are focated outside the reserve; only
onegiest is in the reserve. In the latter the most recent record of
bl‘(rﬁing was in 1989. In this year the adults had difficulties hunting
because of thick smoke caused by forest fires. The chicks were found
dead (presumably suffocated) under the nest. Since then the territory
has remained unoccupied.

Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) - one record in late autumn.

Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) - one record on spring
migration,

Hobby (F. subbuteo) - common breeding specics. Breeds in
the nests of Hooded Crow (Corvus corone cornix), preferably in the
‘islands’ of forest surrounded by bogs.

Merlin (Falcon columbarius) - occasional records on migra-
tion,

Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) - recorded in some years in
winter. The most notable concentrations was seen in winter 1993/94
near the road at the Ugut settlement.

Eagle Ow! (Bubo bubo) - exceptionally rare species

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) - breeding species. Com-
mon on migration.

Tengmalm's Owl (Aegolius funereus) - common breeding
specics.

Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium passerinum) - rare biceding spe-
cies. The numbers are many times lower than
that of Tengmalim's Owl.

Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula) - irregular
breeding species.

Ural Owl(Strixuralensis). Until 1990
this was a common species, but its numbers
have declined since. It is possible that the
deciine is linked to the increase in
Great Grey Owl numbers.

Great Grey Owl (8. nebulosa). Up to
1990 it was a rare species. Most of the sightings
were made in winter. In 1994 we recorded a
high breeding density (Raptor-link v.2 1994).
In 1995 a high breeding densily was recorded
notonly along the Negus'yakha river, but also
along the Maliy Yugan river. The nearest
L\;ighbour distance in both regions was ¢, 1

1,
V.Strelnikov, the Yugan State Reserve, Urgut,
Surgut Region, Tumen' District 626422, Rus-
sia.
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